Corston Parish Council
Chairman: John Twist OBE                     Clerk: John V May   9 Meadlands, Corston, Bath BA2 9AS 
                                                                    Telephone:  01225 873403    Email: corstonpc@gmail.com 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE CORSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 29THMARCH 2017
THE OPENING OF THE MEETING
The Chair of the Corston Parish Council, Cllr John Twist, opened the meeting at 7pm and then welcomed our Farmborough Ward Councillor Sally Davis and Corston Parish Councillors to the meeting. 
1.  CORSTON PARISH COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
The following Ward and Parish Councillors were at the meeting:  Farmborough Ward Councillor Sally Davis, Corston Parish Councillors John Twist, Richard Blows, Gary Breckon, Susan Charles, Christine Ingersent and Georgina Wynne. 
2.  COUNCILLORS APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies and reason for absence from the meeting had been received and accepted from Parish Councillor Sheila Thomas.  
3.  PARISHIONERS IN ATTENDANCE
The Chair welcomed parishioner Mr Philip Wootton to the meeting.  
4. DECLARATION OF COUNCILLOR’S PERSONAL INTERESTS IN THE AGENDA ITEMS AND PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS 
The Corston Parish Councillors present at the meeting made no declarations of personal interests in any of the agenda items.
5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE CORSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23RDJANUARY 2017   
The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 23rdJanuary 2017 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6.  GENERAL ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 23RDJANUARY 2017  
NB.  The Chair advised the meeting that he had transferred the actions at paragraphs 8, 10, 11 and 12 from the Minutes of the Council meeting on 23rd January 2017 to agenda items 10(a), 10(b) and 11 respectively at this meeting.  

Page 1, The Clerk:  Request to B&NES for road safety improvements at Corston Lane/A4 junction
The Clerk advised the Council that B&NES had declined to action the Council’s request to improve safety at the Corston Lane/A4 junction because of the low footfall in that area.  The Council were disappointed by B&NES reply and agreed that the Clerk should ask B&NES Highways to conduct a speed count on the A4 between the Corston Brook and the pedestrian refuge West of Corston Lane. 


            ACTION:  CLERK  

Page 2, Website development:  Progress report on the Council’s NetWise contract:  Vice-Chair
The Vice-Chair advised the Council that he would be working with the Clerk with the objective of identifying and transferring data to the website as soon as possible.            ACTION:  VICE-CHAIR    
Page 2, The installation of a defibrillator in the Parish:  The Clerk

The Clerk reported that the defibrillator was installed on the wall of the village shop on 16thFebruary.  A training presentation by the Community Heartbeat organisation would be held at 7pm on 30thMarch.  The Chair thanked Councillor Sally Davis for making the defibrillator funding available and the Clerk for arranging the supply and installation of the defibrillator. As the Village Hall was not available on the 30th March, a Churchwarden had suggested that the training presentation could be held in the Church. The Parish Council considered an excellent idea and it was agreed and that the CPC would make a donation to the Parochial Church Council to cover the overhead costs, such as heating, refreshments etc.  After discussion, Councillor Susan Charles proposed that £50 should be donated to the Church.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Georgina Wynne and carried unanimously by a show of hands.


            ACTION:  CLERK   
Page 2, The need for Cottonmead gutters to be cleaned by CURO:  Councillor Mrs Susan Charles

Councillor Susan Charles confirmed that the gutters at Cottonmead had been cleaned by CURO.
END OF THE GENERAL ACTIONS FROM THE MINUTES OF 23RDJANUARY 2017
7.  FINANCIAL BUSINESS
a)  Review of the financial actions in the Minutes of 23rdJanuary 2017

Page 3, The purchase of three Playing Field notices: The Clerk. 
The Clerk said that, following discussions with the Chair, they had agreed that at this time it was not necessary to display the third notice in the Play Area. 
Page 3, Claim by the Clerk for a refund of VAT payments made on behalf of the Council:  The Clerk  
The Clerk advised the Council that he would submit his claim for a refund of VAT payments in due course.







            ACTION:  CLERK  
Page 4, Notification to B&NES of the Council’s 2017/218 Precept requirement:  The Clerk 
The Clerk confirmed that he had advised B&NES that the Council’s 2017/2018 Precept Requirement was £8120 and he expected the first half to be paid in early April.

Page 4, Details of the 2016/2017 £698 forecast of petty cash expenditure:  The Clerk

The Clerk provided the Councillors with copies of the 2016/2017 petty cash payments. After discussion, the Councillors agreed that all of the expenditure was justified and should be reimbursed.

Page 4, The testing of an Epson EB-X31 Long Throw Projector:  Councillor Gary Breckon 
Councillor Breckon said that after examination of the projector he had concluded that it was probably not very reliable.  After discussion, the Council agreed that it might become necessary to purchase a new projector. 
END OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIONS FROM THE MINUTES OF  23RDJANUARY 2017
b) Review of the General Fund, Bank reconciliation:  The Clerk
The Clerk gave the Council a verbatim report of the General Fund.  After discussion, the Councillors agreed with his presentation of the accounts and also confirmed that the management of the Council’s accounts met the criteria at Section 1, page 2 of the 2016/2017 Annual governance statement.  The Clerk would arrange for an internal audit of the accounts.             ACTION:  CLERK  
c)  Summary of VAT payments made in F/Y 2016/2017 and refundable by HMRC:  The Clerk

The Clerk informed the Council that he would be apply to HMRC for a refund of £307.43 VAT payments that the Council had paid during Financial Year 2016/2017.                  ACTION:  CLERK   

d) Discussion of ALCA’s request for information about the Council’s Precept setting publicity 

The Chair said that ALCA had enquired about how the Council informed Parishioners of the annual Precept requirement.  The Council agreed that as the Precept was discussed at open meetings of the Council, and in the near future would be placed on the CPC website, no further action was needed. 
e) Review and update of the Parish Council’s Asset Register:  The Clerk

The Clerk produced the latest summary of the Council’s Asset Register.  After discussion, it was agreed that the assets would be reviewed and amended if necessary.    ACTIONS:  CHAIR/CLERK  
8.  REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE COUNCIL’S STANDING ORDERS

The Chair said that, together with the Vice Chair and the Clerk, he would review the Council’s Standing Orders, particularly Council’s Committees and the procedure for calculating the Clerk’s salary, and then issue any necessary amendments.        ACTIONS:  CHAIR/VICE CHAIR/CLERK
9.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Council discussed the following planning applications:
16/05849/TPO   Bay Tree House.  Reduction of tree crowns.                                                   Permitted

17/00312/HEDGE Removal of hedges at the Two Headed Man junction.         Withdrawn by B&NES

17/00379/LBA Brookside, Wells Road.  Installation of a new boiler flue.                              Permitted   
17/00564/FUL Bay Tree House.  The conversion and extension to various buildings and also the erection of a double garage, with alterations to vehicular access.          PC’s objections sent to B&NES
17/00622/FUL Willow Barn, Lower Farm Lane.  New single storey extension.                        Refused 

17/00686/TCA 4, Brook Cottages.  Trimming of tree branches.                                              Permitted
10. THE WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT SPATIAL PLAN AND JOINT TRANSPORT STUDY
a) B&NES Placemaking Plan Consultation on update proposals – Saltford by-pass
The Chair reported that B&NES are supporting West of England Authority’s Join Transport Study proposals for the construction of a by-pass around Saltford as this initiative is now included in the latest update of the B&NES Placmaking Plan. 
Corston Parish Council responded during the Plan’s consultation period informing B&NES of their strong objections on the grounds of cost effectiveness, because as presented, it was considered that the bypass would not shorten the journey time between Bath and Bristol. A copy of the PC consultation response is available from the Clerk.
b)  B&NES Parking Strategy Consultation
The Chair confirmed that the Clerk had written to B&NES in reply to their Parking Strategy Consultation.
c) B&NES New Local Plan and Evidence based housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA).  Call for development sites.
The Chair said that the Clerk had informed B&NES that, after conducting a review of both the land available for development in the Parish and the local infrastructure required for enlargement of the village, the Council had concluded that there were no suitable sites for significant housing development.
To establish if any land in the Parish had been put forward by a local landowner for development, the Chair placed an action on the Clerk to obtain a copy of the B&NES report showing the outcome of current HELAA call for sites.






ACTION: CLERK
11.  CORSTON CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL:  THE VICE-CHAIR
a) Progress report on the development of the Corston Conservation Area Appraisal
The Vice-Chair, Richard Blows, informed the Council that he had received valuable and enthusiastic support for the Corston Conservation Area Appraisal following the Corston history weekend last year.  He was now engaged with B&NES in analysing the information and preparing a Report.  He would arrange a presentation of the Report as soon as possible.


  ACTION:  VICE-CHAIR 
12.  PARKING IN CORSTON LANE:  COUNCILLOR MRS SUSAN CHARLES 
Councillor Susan Charles said a parishioner had complained to her about vehicles being parked along Corston Lane early in the mornings and remaining in situ for most of the day.  The Chair suggested that the Councillor request the parishioner to speak with the drivers of the long term parked cars to establish their reasons for their long-term parking in Corston Lane.





   ACTION:  COUNCILLOR  SUSAN CHARLES 
Councillor Georgina Wynne said that at week-ends visitors to the Playing Field caused parking problems along Meadlands, but as it was a public highway realistically nothing could be done to prevent anyone from parking legally.
13.  REVIEW OF THE CORSTON PARISH COUNCIL’S TASKS LIST
The Council reviewed and updated the Council tasks list.  Details are available on request.  
14.  REVIEW OF THE B&NES WORKS REQUESTS
The Council reviewed and updated the B&NES works list.  Details are available on request. 
15.  REVIEW OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS AND FUTURE EVENTS
The Chair reported that he had represented Corston Parish Council at the following meetings: The Parishes Liaison meeting on 15thFebruary; The Corston Country Fair meeting on the 27th February and B&NES Planning Policy Update on the 3rd March. Despite a request from the Clerk, no Councillor was available to attend a meeting of the Keynsham Area Forum on 6thMarch.  The Clerk has distributed the Minutes of these meetings.
16.  CORSTON COUNTRY FAIR 2017 
The Chair informed the Council that Richard Bush, the Chair of the Corston 2017 Country Fair Group, had indicated to him that plans were well advanced for this year’s Country Fair on 15th July and a progress meeting of the Group would be held in the Church at 7pm on 2nd May.
17.  ISSUES RAISED BY PARISHIONERS:  THE CLERK 
Councillor Gary Breckon said that a recent daytime bonfire had caused local annoyance and, although there were no substantial regulations covering the burning of bonfires, he asked that parishioners should consider the effect that lighting their bonfires would have on their neighbours.
Councillor Gary Breckon also reported that following the recent road works in Saltford, the two new sets of pedestrian controlled traffic signals were not logically synchronised and were causing long tailbacks of traffic in both directions along the A4.  The Clerk would ask B&NES highways to make the adjustments needed to improve peak time traffic flow.

            ACTION:  CLERK
18.  THE CLERK’S REPORTS

The Clerk advised the Council that following a request from B&NES, the Village Hall Committee had agreed that the hall could be used as the Village official Refuge Shelter in the event of a civil emergency.  The Clerk had accordingly informed B&NES.  
19.  THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting will be the Council’s Annual General Meeting and will immediately follow the Annual Corston Parish meeting which will start at 7pm on Wednesday 24thMay 2017 in the village hall.  
Signed  ......................................... Date  .......................................  
Councillor John Twist
Chair Corston Parish Council 
Email copies via the Parish Council’s Newsletter to: Corston Parish Councillors, Ward Councillor Mrs Sally Davis and approximately 90 Parishioners.  A copy will also be displayed on the Parish Council’s notice board.  
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